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Onward we go, PCGA
With the commitment of saving lives at sea

Dedicated to a service that is true
Making this world a safe place for me and you.

Forward we go, PCGA
Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary
Onward we go, Onward we go

Saving lives we always do.

Kami ang kabalikat ninyo
Lahat ng oras, ulan man o bagyo

Handang tumulong sa kapwa Pilipino
PCGA kami’y handang magserbisyo.

Sulong kapatid sa PCGA
Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary

Mabuhay tayo, Mabuhay tayo
Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary!
Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary.
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I. ACTIVATION OF VESSEL/BOAT FOR SAR OPERATIONS

A. INTRODUCTION

1. What is the meaning of flotilla?

It comes from the diminutive form of the Spanish noun “flota” meaning 
fleet (ship). Spanish verb “flotar” meaning to float.  Flota derives via old 
French and old Norse “floti” and ancestor to English word “float”
(Merriam – Webster).

2. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla Support Group

Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla Support Group  was  activated in April 
28, 2016 with General Orders No. 029 – A, issued by HPCG. (Annex 
B).

3. Mission

To monitor  and  account all vessels of various sizes  from outrigger  
boats of  the Coastal Community Auxiliary Division (CCAD) members 
to motor yachts  responding  to  maritime emergencies and in the
conduct of PCGA  activities.

B. POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR ACTIVATION

Policies:

• Only vessels, boats and yachts owned by active PCGA members are 
eligible

• Passenger vessels/ boats are not eligible

• In case a PCGA member has access to the vessel and the owner is 
not yet a PCGA, the boat owner must first join the PCGA before the 
boat can be activated

• Boats to be activated will include outriggers, yachts, pleasure boats, 
fishing boats of Coastal Community Auxiliary Divisions (CCAD), dive 
boats used in Tourism Zones and tugboats used in Maritime Pollution 
(MARPOL) activities.

• They should be properly registered with MARINA prior to its activation.

• Should not be involved in any criminal or administrative case

• Activated boat/ yachts should be available for SAR operations and 
marine pollution containment as requested by the CGD or DSC who 
have area jurisdiction (Annex C)

Outrigger   Yacht/Pleasure boat

Dive boat   Fishing boat
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• Activation orders of boat/yachts shall be communicated to the 
Commandant (Attn: CG-7) for issuance of confirmatory orders by the 
CG Adjutant

Procedures:

• As a general rule, a PCGA member may signify intention to activate 
his/her boat/yacht through a letter of intent submitted by the Squadron 
Director and favorably endorsed by the DAD to the CG District 
Commander (Annex A).

• PCG District upon receipt of the application will inspect the boat/yacht 
for seaworthiness and will verify status of registration with MARINA

• Once application is approved, District Commander shall issue General 
Orders for its activation subject to the confirmation of the Commandant

• In the event that the subject boat sustained damage during PCG-
PCGA related operations, the PCG will not be held liable, unless
stemmed from negligence or recklessness of the PCG personnel

• Only owners or boat/yacht operators should operate their own vessels

• Once activated, identifiable stripes with the colors (international 
orange, white and blue) and the PCGA logo may be painted in the port 
and starboard sides of all activated boats/yachts. It shall be placed 
after the bow number painted parallel to the ship’s bow from the 
waterline up to the gunwale (Figure 2)

• POL (petroleum, oil, lubricants) requirements of activated vessel 
during operations shall be borne by the owner or PCGA units

• All activated vessel in the PCGA service shall be properly recorded in 
the respective CG Districts, copy furnished O/CG-7 for monitoring 
purposes

C. AUXILIARY UNIT VESSELS/ BOAT Markings 

For Vessels under 100 ft.:

• Orange stripe shall be thirty (30) centimeters thick and ten (10) 
centimeters thick for the white and blue stripes.  

• PCGA logo shall be twenty-three (23) centimeters in diameter painted 
in the center / upper portion of the orange stripe.  

• Bow number shall be painted before the three (3) stripes to be visible 
in 9-inch letter and numerals.

Figure 2. PCG Auxiliary vessel/ boat markings placement 
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For Vessels 100 ft. and over

• Orange stripe shall be fifty-two (52) centimeters thick and eighteen (18) 
centimeters thick for the white and blue stripes.  

• PCGA logo shall be forty-two (42) centimeters in diameter painted in 
the center / upper portion of the orange stripe.  

• Bow number shall be painted before the three (3) stripes to be visible 
in 12-inch letter and numerals.

Code Designation (Numbering)

• All vessels, boat and yachts to be activated in the PCGA service shall be 
assigned a code designation consisting of letters and numbers.

• The bow number shall start with the District Name followed by chronological 
listing of the activated boat or yacht on a first come first serve basis (e.g. 
CGADNCR-CL-001)

Miscellaneous:

• Epoxy and reflecting paints will be used for the markings

• The letter and numerical markings of the boat or yacht should be of the 
block type (Figure 3)

• The international orange for the PCG stripe and superstructure of the 
commissioned vessel, boat or yacht 
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Responsibilities:

• Deactivation Procedures and Sanctions:

Figure 3.  Letter and numerical markings used for PCGA activated
boats and yacht

o Activated boat must have yearly inspection by the respective 
Station Commanders and Squadron Directors as regards its 
seaworthiness. As soon as verified to be seaunworthy and unfit 
due to the following circumstances, subject vessel is issued 
deactivation orders by the Commandant, PCG: 

o Expired licenses such as, Certificate of Philippine  Registry, 
Pleasure Yacht License, Coastwise License, etc.

o Has complaint arising from a maritime incident / accident; 

o Complaint involving violation/s terms and condition of the RA 
9295 aka “The Domestic  Shipping Development  Act of 2004”
and its implementing Rules and Regulations (MARINA) 
issuances and other laws pertinent to maritime transportation

• If proven to be involved in any criminal and illegal activities, boat or 
yacht is immediately deactivated, the colored stripes, number coding 
and logo removed.

• The owner of the boat or yacht loses the PCGA membership 
immediately.

• PCGA DADs and PCG District Commanders will be held responsible 
for the strict implementation of the Standing Operating Procedures 
(SOP) of the CGA FSG.
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ANNEXES
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Annex A – Application for Watercraft Activation
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Annex B – G.O. No. 029-A for Activation-Designation of CG Auxiliary 
Flotilla Support Group

ANNEX C - Memorandum Circular on Activation of PCGA Vessels / 
Boats / Yachts  for PCGA Use
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Banner for Boat / Watercraft Activation Registration for Coastal
Community Auxiliary Division (CCAD)

ANNEX E - PCGA Flotilla Banner for Vessels/Boats/Yachts 
Activation for PCGA Use UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF:

VADM VALENTIN B PRIETO JR PCGA
National Director

Prepared by:

RADM GERONIMO P REYES PCGA
Deputy National Director for Special Projects

COMMO HONORIO B CASALME PCGA
CG Auxiliary Flotilla


